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EF Being an ExaRt and true Relation \ of one} 
| Jan Strerton the Danghcer of Thoweas Stretton, 
of Ware in the County of Hartford, who bath 
'| been viſited ina ſtrange kind of manner by ex- 
|| . traordinary and unuſual firs , her abſtaining 
' from ſuſtenance torthe ſpace of 9 Months, be- 
ing haunted by Imps or Devils in the form of 
ſevers] Creatures bere deſcribed che Parties} 
adjudged of all by whom ſhe was thus tormen- 
reG and the ocraſion thereofwit1 many other 
retaarkable things caken from her own a 
and confirined by inany credible witneſfes, 
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| | Job r..v: 13: 
|; 4d the Lord [ aidunts Satan; behold all that 
I hehahs mthy os » onety p03 __ 
- put? not fotth thy ha; 
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Courtcous Reader; 


Here preſent theewith a true modern 
ſtory, which deſerves to be inſerted 1n 

' a Chronicle rather then a penny Pam- 
phlet being for the firangeneſs thereof 

| not eaſily paralel'd; and were there not 
ſufficient perſons both iz Ware and London, 
to just efie the truth thereof 2 might not gain cre- 
dence thowrh nith ſome of an eaſje belief , but 
this thing being ſo well known 1 ſhall not in- 
ſert any more t-flimontes here for the truth 
thereof, it being a labuur as ſuperfluous as he 
who took on him to praiſe Hercules whom 70 
min diſpraiſed, By rhis leaty not to truſt to 
thoſe who pretend here lors Cunnivg mens 
W:zards or ftrologers, for all knowleage that 
= "= as Pj 
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ir not from God ts T1411, withea and hurtful, 
not onely to them that prafttce them, but alſv 
to thoſe whobeing 17: twouble think to gain ve- 
medyby them; and remember that (ayang in the 

| ſecond of Kiups cap, 1.449. Is it not becauſe 
there is not a God in Iſracl that ye go to' 

- inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron. Read 
remember, aud avoid, which 1s the hearty 


,71ſÞ of 
Thy faithful Moniter 
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rty Strnge wews from Ware. . 


Ome there be which entitle this the 
g Iron age, becaule of the ftubbornneſs, 
and Iron hearted inhabitants that live 

| © - thereing thoughl rlunk it may as.pro- 
| perly be termed the age of Wonders, con- 
| ſiderins two ſo cminent wonders which have 
latcly hapned in the ſame, Þ:z, Thar of che 
Darby-ſbire Maid, Martha Taylor, .her faſt- 
_ Ing from all ſuſtenance for ſo long a ſpace, 
and this other of one Fane Streator, 4 maid 

| of Ware in Hertford-ſhire, no leſs ſtrange 
| and wonderful then rhe other , of which L 
| am now abour to relate, ES. 
This Fane Stretton was born at Ware in 


. Hereforiojre Foreſaid, abour gi 


| 


, our Lord 1649+ Being the Daughter of 
One Thomas a Wheel-right, who 
one Tomas Stretton 4 ccl-rtght, who 
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with his wife are now living in the ſame 


Town. It ſo chanced- that this Thomas | 


Stretton loſt a Bible, which he valued C as 
every one ſhould doe the word of God }ar 
2 high price,and being very deſirous to'have 


ir a94in, it1o fortuned thar he did light ine 
to the company with one of his Neighbors 
who was ſucha one as the Country people | 
rerm a Cunning man, Wizard, or Fortune- 


reller. ſuchof whom the Lord taith in Dev- 
trinomy Chap. 18. v, 10.-11. 12, Thege 


fhall not be found among you aty oge that of:th | 


dewvination, or an obſerver of times, or au In 


chanter, or a Witch, or a Charmer, or a Con- | 


fulter with familiar ſpirits, or a Wizard, 


Or 4 Negromancer, ; for all that doth theſe ' 


things are an dbomination uato the Lord, This 


perſon thus qualified was by Streaton def1-. 


red (if his art could reach ſo far) to tell 


him who itwas thathad his Bible ? ro which | 
rhe other anſwered , that he could if he 


wanld : Strettve as bluntly replying again, 
char then he muſt be etther a Witch or a 
Devil, ſeeing he could neither write nor 
read, rheſe words ſtruck home, and a guilty 
eonfeience being wounded will ſoon ran- 


chort | 
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ne chor,hisheart is inflamed with .the fixe of 
revenge, bur for the preſent. he covers it” 


af | a ; A 72> of YT i YT BL ESESY & 
' with the aſhes, of difſiaulation '; he will got 


0 vend hits malice ar prelent, _— the Rs vr | | 
ve goes backward to return with the” greater 
>. | force; love and friend ſhip 1is* written on 
rs | fand which every pulf of wind will blow a- 
ſe: | way, bur malice and envy, is"ehgrayen in 
>. | Marble or Adamant, rime cattiot” oblic:rare' 
/. or wear it out ; and char whictits worft,our' 
+ Natures are t{uch, that one diigonrtefie ſhall 


4 | waih away all the friend{hip that tiventy be- 


- , nefirs have implanted in qur hearts. 
- | Bur Malice flceps' not though it may 
Y wink, within a moncth after the” wife of. 
, | this Fortune-tellcr” or  Cuntfing-man 
; Which yo pleale ro tcrme him, comes te 


_  Strettons., deſireing. of this lis daughter 
} Fane, ( who was newly come out of fetvice) 

* a potof Drink : (he being iznorant of what 

. | hadpaſſed berwixrhet father and rheorher, _ 
, willingly does it : Innocency dreads no 

; danger, the child will play withthe Bee for _ 

+ hisgaudy.coat, and miitruſts not his fityg, . 
toonafter ſhe is .raken with violent rage- 
. ing fits, which torment her. grevioufly, yer ' 


no miſtruſt of the cauſe of her malady, from 


whar was reo much afterwards apparent to 
to be ſeen: the Devil is aſly theif, and 


though he keeps his ſervants poor, yet he 
indues them with a plentiful tock of malice 
revenge, and diſfimulation. 

About a week after the ſame woman 
comes againand deſires 2 pin of her, (by 


ſmall means great miſcheifs may be perpe-. 


rrated ) the {i]ly maid miſtruſfing no mil> 
cheif, as.not inefmding any, beftows one on 


her, when on 4 ſudden her fits waxed far 


more' violent then before ; her body ſwells 
like a bladder puft, up with wind ready to 
burſt, all her members were diſtort-d, and 
as It were put in the wrack.: poing to the 
next Meighbonr:, her head being intoxica- 
red by the violency of het firs, ſhe falls 
Gown againſt the doo1 and beats ir open, ly- 
ing in a deplored ſpcRacle cf pity, ror- 
mentedany one would have thought enough 
for rhe, ſarisfation of the moſt inveterate 
malice, yn . 
_;Burher miſery ends not here, the ſquib 
15:g6r run our ro.the endof the rope, where 
the Devil has an inch given him,he will take 
a . an, 
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| of whrt we hear\ſ(o the report of this oTay 


| {cis el TRE 
and ell, and as it is ſaid of Rebels, thar” 
when' they draw their ſword, they muft-- 
throw away their {cabboars, ſo wicked' 
perſons ,think that when they once begin, 
they muſt make an end, rthetr malice 15 Hke 
ah inperfe& book, it hathno Firs toitzthey 
will willingly looſe one eye ro put out 


both oftheir. Neighbors. Her firs increa» 


ſed more violently, the:Jaſt time the woe- 
man aw this Maid ſhe ſounded away, and ' 
lay for the rime as ir were deprived of lite, 
after the recovery of this ſounding fit ,. her 
ſenſee being in part recovered, yet her bo- 
dy ſtill remained as infirme as before; In' 

ſix months ſpace ſhe neither cat any thing, 
nor avoided. any excrements, for where the | 
cauſe is taken away, the effc& muſt needs ' 
ceaſe. Butſuch a wonder as this could, 
nor be confined,it was ſtrait ſpread abroad, 
and as we Enpliſh are like the 4thentans de- 
firous to hear of News,and tobe aſccrtained 


c 
wonder drawes 2 great concourſe of people 
to the houle, to the diſturbance not only of 
the maid z but alto of Thomas Stretox him* 
{cl wheretore to purchaſe a quictneſs to * 

| himſelf 


« » | 
hini(clf, he-remoyed het to. the houſe of one 


> Tel Wude Neighbour of his, yer not with, 


aut {ſuch proviſion but that ſhe had conti- 
nual attendants both night an day. by | her 
' Frjands and Relations, who,now ar laſk be; 
g32.to diſtruſt that her ſickneſs proceeded 
from mote then an ordinary cauſe, , 
Several.days and nights was ſhe thus 
watched, it being a miracle in Nature thara 
corporgll body ſhould comtinye without the | 
affiitanceof food, when ar laſt tothe ſpei-. | 
rors plain view, there appeared the reſems = 
blance of Flax and Hair ro fall down , up 
2 white ſheet char was latd.over her. bed, 
waich they. narrawly caking notice of, and 


percetving her tongue te hang or lell our | 


of her Mouth, upon a nearer view feund 
the perte 32d we of Flax, Hair, ail 
- Thred points to be on the (ame; which be-. . 

ing by tem remoyed, chere preſently pro- 
cecded from her mouth two flames 1n re- 
ſemblince of fire, the one of a red: colour, 
rhe other blew, and ſoon | after, in ſome 
ſhorr diſtance of ime, cleyen pins; in ſeve- 
ral crooked forms and ſhapes, ſome bowed 


ohe ways ſome another, 
& | 
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The report of theſe more. ftrange . accis. 
dents {oo flew about, nor ancly 2 - .QNC A 
the Town of Ware, but to the adhacens Vil. 
lazes, and more remare, Towns, ſo that peas. 
ple came in multitudes to {ceher, tome one, 
of pitry, to. help and comfort her, others. 
out of cutioſjty to be aſcerrain'd of the trurh 
of theſe relations, and ſome who were 6ifhy 
dent. of any {ich thing as Witchcraft or copy 
jurarions, who being fully ſatisficd in. rhe 
ruth of what is here ſer down,, went homey 
fully convinced of their errors... _ ; 
; ln all taisher extream tortures, ſhe cany 
Pidined continually of an exceeding pain in 

cr back more then the other parts of | her 
body,1s if ſhe' were continually ſlaſned with 
a kite or hal her fleſh cnt and mangled, and 
the people abour her with ſetting her up in 
her bed to give ber ſome calce,feund a naked 


knife there, nobody knowing how or which 


— 


_, ways itſhould come thicher. _ 
Several things were applyed unto her, 
and as it-ts uſtal forthe - Tooth-Ach every 
one hatha particular Medicine, ſoin . ths 
concourſe of people there could not but be 
many. adviſers, {ume to this thing, and ſome 
FY | to 
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to thar, but noue thar appeared profitable 


ra the Maid, who was more violently tor- 
rured ſtill then before; It now being appa- 
rene that her diſtemper proceeded trom the 
milice of the Devils mnſtrumenrs, en whoſe 
body God had pernitred them: to exerciſe 
their envy, her rongue lolling out of her 
. Mouth inſo {ad and lamentable a manner as 
ſtruck an aſtoniſhment in all the beholders; 
- and to convince them thar ir was done by 
Witchcrat and ſuch Diabolical means,they 
could tce the Devil or his Imps, or what it 
was we cannot derermine, but Lometinics 1t 
was 1h the ſhape of a Toad, ar other times 12 
reſcmbled a Prog, anlat other times again 
in the form of a VMiouſ-, for as the Deviican 
trantformhimſcliinto an Ana?! df light, ro 
decetve pcople, fo he can turn hiinſelt inro 
any beaſtly (hape to rorment them. 

And now that her Diſtemper was ſo cyi- 
 denrly known, a1d that the Neighbours 
were informed of the preceeding paſſages 
betw!xt this Inchanter, Fortine-rel er,cun- 
ning -man, or what you will eerm him , his 
"Write, and tae Maid; they adjudged thoſe '2 
parties rhe adſolute caule of the Maids,per- 
4 | | pleXtty 
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parties that were pu at that timie lighting 


'9 
lexity, reſolved by violence to. fetch rhem 
cfore her, in the interimſheLeing in a'vi- 
elent fir, ſome of the fome.from.her mayth 
was put into the fire, there ro be burnt, the 


on the vvoman and telling her their reſoſu- 
tion to carry her hefore the maid, ſhe made 
them this anſvver, that if they had xot come, 
ſhe could not bawe Rayed any longer from her. 
Three ſeveral times was this Flax and 
Hair with the likencis of a Thred poine 
ſeen upon her, before very credible wit- 
neffes, who are ready to atteſt the lame yps 
rheir Oarhs. |  - 
The time that (he began to. be. thys 
firangely tortured is Mrchoelmss laſt 
was twelve month, during which gime.if 


we (criouſly confider every particular we 


» 


fhall hatdly find her patalel, wiz. her cx- 


eraordinary tortures, by ſwellings, fomar 
| ings, and other pains, her abſtinency from 


foed ; for about the ſpace of nige 


_ moneths,ſave only ſome few liquid meats 


” Toads, Mice andthe like, or werſe inſtru- 


 impeſſible in humane reaion to have pres- 


ſerved life, her deing hnuped; with Frogs, 
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Abrits in their liketiers,rhcEhife foundinhier | 
© b&d,none knowing by what means it cane 
'""thither, & her pains as it vvere af{werable 
6 thet inſtromen: : YE 11 which bet: 'o purto- 

ther arid chrougnly contid: red, we may | 
admire char ſuc weak carthly, bodics of 
2 tes ould ever dang, > iuch anſpeak- 

' able Iſery., we þ ing like glats apr tobe 
Broken,with the Ic al [t knock ot miterys. like. 
6 " firaw, or ſluble wg! 'cn"the Ieaft fire of at< 

[Aion conſumes £way,2 bar being ſuffici. | 
"Edt to choak us », a lictle* ſtoppin of out » 
"breath to ſtifle is 7; what if we wil make 
 compariious oj laltability there 'is nothing | 
,\ more firto reſemble itthen the'life of man. | 

Af prefetit ſhe rakes nothing bite. Jur- 


. - 4 » 


"ups. and ({uch1ike'! C liquid ingredtents,being 
"It twuch pain ah! waiter, yerit is hopedby 
"the bleſſin ng of God, and. the endeavours of 
thoſe ktider whom the Is in cure, that-ar 
"loft (ie my be cated of her miſcty, 7and 
"Tertnone Took fverily upon her"ih this 1e- 
""Fpea:; though the can tay with'the Prophet, 
"hula and confer if any griefs be like cle 

" inthe > Keeitg David 1aith , Ms 
Traubles i the _—_— 'but "the Lor all acts 


- a; 
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© -ven hereafter, for berter it is with þ06tk Lg- 


»80 blefiing be to thoſe Who are either 


| "RP ay... = = 
reth them out of alL And whel! God ted ft 
mitted Sataz to afflidt the rightcotls Fo 


| be "a St £0 
 vitg him power overt allthis FARE, 


goods, chatrels and body, yer ſtill there / 


« was a reſervation, only ( 1aid ht) tho alt 
" wot towch his life” | 13 OCT 


Whom God loveth he chaſteneth;that hg. 
ving Hell bere, they may have there heg- 


EE + 


44ru5,tolycarthe deots, having the”: tbgs 
lickin>'cur fotes; then with tg uk Clurezn 
to fare deliciouſly every day, and afterwards 
to be tormentedin hell. 

Some are of thac belicf that ſtories of 
witchcraft are bur idle Chymeras, tut we 
know that no part of Scripture was ſpoken 
in vain, and: one- place- thereof ſaith, thou 
ſb alt not ſuffer a Witch to live, thoſe who are 
ſo, I with them grace to repenr.and get our 
of their damnable eftate, and ſhould admo- 
nifh all perſons whatſoever not upon any 
lots or diſaſter ro go ro theſe South-layers, 
Wizards, or cunnlr g-mengfor as the Scrips 
eure ſaith in one plage, Curſed be the Image, 
and the Image mater , \o I 1ay there can 
Wi- 
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(12) | 
zards,or goto them for help aud Councel; 
©. Fortherruth ol this Relation I might (if 
there were occaſion for it) infert the names 
*of ſeveral Eminent Perſons both in YYare 
and Lowdom, who fricly offered to drrelt it, 
bur the thing being to rear hand and obvi- 
ous to our eyes,l count itnecdl. [s, for who 
will cry out che Sunſhines,irtbcing therefore 
2 vain thing to goto prove- that which vye - 
ſuppoſe none vvill deny, deſiring thee to 
acceptof my pains herein, I rake my leave: 


FINIS. 


